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Medicinal Cannabis and Driving — 1 March Amendment

From 1T March 2025, Magistrates will have the
option to decide whether or not to cancel @
driver’s licence of a person who tests
positive for THC and is using prescribed
medical cannabis.

This document provides information on the
change and what it means for patients who
are prescribed medicinal cannabis and
drive.
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We invite you to share this information with
your colleagues, members and audiences —
particularly those involved in prescribing
medicinal cannabis or who are patients using
medicinal cannabis.

We have provided:

- Key points of the change

- Information for patients

- E-news story

- Social media post

- Where to find additional information

Visit the Transport Victoria website.



https://transport.vic.gov.au/road-rules-and-safety/alcohol-drugs-and-driving/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving
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Key points

From 1 March 2025, the Magistrate’s Court of Victoria will
have the option to decide whether or not to cancel @
driver’s licence of a person who tests positive for THC and
is using prescribed medical cannabis.

It is still illegal for someone to drive with any amount of
THC in their system, including from medicinal cannabis
use.

Magistrates will consider available evidence including
whether the individual has a valid prescription for
medicinal cannabis at the time of detection, and evidence
of impairment while driving.

The amendment does not guarantee medical cannabis
prescription holders will avoid losing their licence.

The change does not affect existing impairment drug-
driving laws in Victora.

Penalties for drug driving can also include a Behaviour
Change Program and monetary fines.
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Information for patients

Patients who are prescribed medicinal cannabis and drive
need to know:

THC in medicinal cannabis can result in impairment.

It is illegal to drive with any amount of THC in your system,
including from medicinal cannabis.

Fines may apply to anyone detected with THC while
driving or riding.

Challenging an infringement notice in court does not
guarantee avoiding loss of your licence.

Regardless of a court outcome, drivers will still be guilty of
a drug driving offence.

Visit Transport Victoria for information about how medicinal
cannabis can impair driving, what the law says about
medicinal cannabis and driving, and how to comply with road
safety laws.
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E-news story

This information may be distributed within your networks. We suggest channels such as an eDM, bulletin, email or newsletter.

Headline: Medicinal Cannabis Amendment to the Road Safety Act in effect 1 March 2025

From 1 March 2025, Magistrates will have the option to decide whether or not to cancel a driver’s licence of a person
who tests positive for THC and is using prescribed medical cannabis.

Magistrates will consider available evidence, including whether there was a valid prescription for medicinal
cannabis at the time of detection, and evidence of driver impairment.

A court appearance does not guarantee a specific outcome. Even with a prescription for medicinal cannabis,
licence holders may still face cancellation of their licence.

Regardless of the court outcome, drivers will still be guilty of a drug driving offence, and the fine will stand.

The change will only apply to people who test positive for THC on or after 1 March 2025. It does not change the way
roadside drug driving testing is performed. The infringement process will remain the same and the existing
impairment drug driving laws in Victoria do not change.

For more information about on medicinal cannabis and driving, as well as guidance on the latest road safety rules,
visit transport.vic.gov.au/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving
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Social media post
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From 1 March 2025, Magistrates will have the option to
decide whether or not to cancel a driver’s licence of a
person who tests positive for THC and is using prescribed

medical cannabis.
Visit transport.vic.gov.au/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving
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From 1 March 2025, Magistrates may consider valid
prescriptions in court rulings around medicinal cannabis
drug driving charges. To find out more visit
transport.vic.gov.au/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving
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Medicinal Cannabis and Driving Resources

Resources are available to help health professionals have Medicinal Cannabis and Driving

Decision support resource

conversations with patients who are prescribed medicinal

cannabis and what this means for their driving.
Click on the left
image to open

Medicinal Cannabis and Driving Decision Support
Resource

This document helps health professionals to understand the Q00 e s F U

drlv|ng needs Of pgtlents When COHS'deﬂng medlCan| ann0b|s IMAGE: Medicinal cannabis and driving support resource (PDF document),
. . . Transport Victoria

treatment. It highlights the importance of road safety as @

necessary consideration in the clinical decision-making process.

Medicinal Cannabis Driving Needs Checklist

The checklist helps practitioners to identify their patient's
driving needs and discuss whether their driving needs are
compatible with any restrictions on driving that may be
required. The checklist sits within the Medicinal Cannabis and
Decision Support Resource.
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IMAGE: Medicinal cannabis driving needs checklist (PDF document),
Transport Victoria
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https://transport.vic.gov.au/registration-and-licensing/licences/medical-conditions-and-reviews/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving-resources-for-health-professionals
https://edge.sitecorecloud.io/stategovernc45d-cftw-production-c9ca/media/Project/TransportWebsite/Forms/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving-decision-support-resource.pdf
https://edge.sitecorecloud.io/stategovernc45d-cftw-production-c9ca/media/Project/TransportWebsite/Forms/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving-driving-needs-checklist.pdf

Medicinal Cannabis and Driving Resources

Factsheet March 2025

Medicinal Cannabis and Driving Factsheet Medicinal Cannabis and Driving

Staying safe and understanding Victorian road safety laws
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and unexpected situations,

cannabis and driving resources for health professionals e
webpage.

If you have any questions about
your specific health and driving
circumstances, please ask your
healthcare professional.
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IMAGE: Medicinal cannabis and driving factsheet (PDF document), Transport Victoria
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https://transport.vic.gov.au/registration-and-licensing/licences/medical-conditions-and-reviews/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving-resources-for-health-professionals
https://transport.vic.gov.au/registration-and-licensing/licences/medical-conditions-and-reviews/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving-resources-for-health-professionals
https://edge.sitecorecloud.io/stategovernc45d-cftw-production-c9ca/media/Project/TransportWebsite/Forms/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving-patient-factsheet.pdf

Medicinal Cannabis and Driving Resources

Transport Victoria Website

The Transport Victoria website has up to date
information on legal requirements and other
road safety considerations regarding
medicinal cannabis and driving on Victoria’s
roads.

It also provides answers to frequently asked
questions, for example:

- Can I drive while taking medicinal cannabis?
- Does all medicinal cannabis contain THC?
- How do Victoria Police test for THC?

Visit transport.vic.gov.au/medicinal-cannabis-

and-driving
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Alcohol drugs and driving

Medicinal cannabis and driving

Q, Search

News and resources

Find out about the rules on taking medicinal cannabis and driving on Victoria's roads.

This page is about Victoria's road safety laws and how they relate to your medicinal cannabis
prescription. If you have any questions regarding your specific health and driving circumstances,
please consult your health care professional.

You're legally required to tell the Department of Transport and Planning (DTP) if you have or
develop, a long-term medical condition, disability, or injury that could affect your fitness to drive.
You also need to tell DTP if your driving ability might be compromised by the effects of medical
treatment or medication. Find out what happens after you notify DTP.

More information and resources for health professionals and patients can be found at medicinal
cannabis and driving resources for health professionals.

Can | drive while taking medicinal cannabis?

Many medicinal cannabis products contain Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). It is an offence
in Victoria for a person to drive with any amount of THC in their system, including any amount of
THC from medicinal cannabis. Penalties for drug driving include a mandatory driver licence

On this page

Can | drive while taking medicinal cannabis?

Why is it illegal to drive while taking medicinal cannabis
containing THC?

Does all medicinal cannabis contain THC?
How do Victoria Police test for THC?

Can a valid prescription be used as a defence againsta
drug driving charge involving medicinal cannabis?

When taking medicinal cannabis containing THC, how
long does THC remain in my system?

What happens if | am involved in a motor vehicle crash
while taking medicinal cannabis?

Where can | find more information?

A IMAGE: Transport Victoria website, transportvic.gov.au/medicinal-cannabis-and-driving
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Thank you
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For more information, please contact
Road Safety Victoria:

roadsafetyvictoria@transport.vic.gov.au
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